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If You Care About LGBTQIA+ Rights, 
Then You Should Care About Sex Education 

LGBTQIA+ Rights Include Access to Sex Education

81%

26%

OF NEW HIV DIAGNOSES 
in 13-24 year olds were 

among gay and bisexual 
young men and 

disproportionately among 
Black and Latinx sexual 

minority men.⁵

OF TRANSGENDER YOUTH 
 have been forced to 

have sex, compared to 
only 7.2% of cisgender 

youth, with 49.5% of Asian 
and Pacific Islander trans 

youth having 
experienced forced sex.⁶

27%

OF TRANS MEN undergo 
routine gynecological 

screening compared to 
43% of cisgender women, 

placing populations at 
increased risk of 

undetected and untreated 
cervical cancer.⁷

83%

OF LGBTQ+ STUDENTS in 
grades 6-12 reported 

experiencing verbal or 
physical harassment 
or assault at school.⁸

https://facebook.com/SIECUS
https://twitter.com/home
https://instagram.com/siecus
https://www.linkedin.com/company/siecus/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.thetaskforce.org/


By Advancing Sex Education, You Are Advancing LGBTQIA+ Rights

Educators set the tone by creating inclusive and welcoming environments.
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25%
As of April 2024, 184 bills have been introduced that 
explicitly restrict LGBTQIA+ student and educator 
rights.¹⁶ 93% of transgender and nonbinary youth 
have worried about being denied access to gender-
affirming medical care due to state or local laws.¹⁷
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Sex Education that is Inclusive of 
LGBTQIA+ Young People 

If You Are An Advocate or Policymaker

Develop sex education policies that align with 
the Rights, Respect, Responsibility, a LGBTQ-
inclusive sex education curriculum by 
Advocates for Youth

Read A Call to Action: LGBTQ+ Youth Need 
Inclusive Sex Education to take immediate, 
concrete steps

Support federal legislation such as the Real 
Education and Access for Healthy Youth Act

Move beyond asking whether a strategy will 
serve everyone to focusing first on whether it 
will effectively address the needs of those most 
likely to be in need (i.e. LGBTQIA+ youth of color)

Form coalitions with parents, educators, and 
policymakers to improve sex education in your 
state and school district. To get involved in local 
advocacy efforts, contact EducateUs

Eliminate funding and/or support for harmful 
and ineffective abstinence-only-until-marriage 
programs, also known as “sexual risk 
avoidance”

Advocate for medically accurate, evidence-
based, and inclusive sexuality education 
programs that honor and respect the rights of 
young people, providing them with the tools 
they need to live healthy lives

If You Care About LGBTQIA+ Rights, Then You 
Should Care About Sex Ed
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